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Savvy homeowners are increasingly opting to stay put and invest in the home they
are currently living in, resulting in some remarkable revamps

RING IN THE CHANGES
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Contemporary rear and side extension to
1960s property plus infinity pool

Traditional front extension to Edwardian cottage
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P eople aren’t moving home as frequently
as they did a few decades ago.

In the 1980s, a property sold on average
once every ten years; today the average British
property changes hands just once every 21 years,
according to the latest Home Track report.

Changes in stamp duty in 2016 significantly
increased the cost of buying properties worth
£1m or more. This together with a general
shortage of property on the market means more
people are opting to improve rather than move.

Design standards are higher and often more
personal if an architect is involved rather than
simply using a builder. Architects don’t just
provide a set of drawings. They are “highly
skilled and professionally trained” to turn your
aspirations into reality, says the Royal Institute
of British Architects (RIBA).

One example of an extraordinary two-storey
extension that more than doubled the floor space
and incorporated high quality craftsmanship
is an Edwardian cottage in a village north of
Winchester, designed by Hampshire-based
Pro Vision.

The multi-disciplinary firm of architects
and planners was initially approached by the
homeowners to extend a utility room – a small
job. But the project grew to meet the owners’
real concerns; lack of large, living space and
sizeable master bedroom.

“The challenges were the limited area the
house could possibly expand into, proximity
of a neighbouring property, nearby trees and
it being in a conservation area, typical of a

picturesque Hampshire village,” said architect
Scot Masker, one of the directors of Pro Vision.

After drawing up sketch schemes, he persuaded
Winchester City Council’s conservation officer
to allow a front extension. His approach was a
traditional design rather than a standard ‘glass
box’ look.

“This went well in convincing the conservation
officer to allow unusually a forward extension
to the property towards the country lane,” said
Mr Masker.

“The new part of the building is a seamless
extension of the existing building and original
details were incorporated, such as special
bevelled bricks, bay windows and stained glass.”

While the house has doubled in size and
been remodelled, it is subtle. “It is an enormous
extension but is designed in a traditional manner
to fit in with the street scene.”

Getting planning consent for major alterations
can be challenging, especially for period properties
in conservation areas.

Part of an architect’s role is steering homeowners
through the complex process of getting planning
permission and building regulations. It helps
if architects have good working relationships
with local authority planning officers and expert
knowledge of local planning policies.

Bobby Hall, partner at Buying Solutions,
London and country specialist property buying
agents, said it is generally cheaper to build space
than buy it. “A client can buy a house for £1.5m
and make it bigger so it ends up worth £2.5m
or more, for example, and pay a lot less stamp

duty. “People can get what they want for less
money as they don’t have to pay the Chancellor
of the Exchequer along the way. There is a
financial logic to it.”

The agent said a large, light, kitchen/family
room is the most popular home improvement
as period properties typically have small, dark
rooms with the kitchen on the north side.

But new extensions are not the only upgrades
being made to add value to a home; owners are
also adding pools, gyms, home cinemas and
turning to high quality materials.

Choice of quality materials, lighting and a
new outdoor pool was central to the redesign
of a 1960s house in Twyford. Ian Wright,
senior architect at Pro Vision, used contrasting
rendered walls to link contemporary rear and
side extensions with an immaculate limestone
terrace and infinity pool.

After gutting the inside of the house, he created
newly-open plan spaces with huge windows
to fill the building with natural light. The hall
features a floating oak tread and glass staircase
while multi-coloured LED lighting adds drama.

“The house was very dated but had lots of
potential. It was all a bespoke design to suit
the clients’ specific requirements, including a
huge, master bedroom suite.”

The new part of the
building is a seamless
extension of the
existing building and
original details were
incorporated

Interior of remodelled 1960s
property with feature lighting


